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and Mrs. W. T. WOodl1ouse,10nner,'
pastor of the church in 1922 to 1924;
Mr. and Mrs. Hart, grandparents of I'
Miss Della Waterbw'y; Mr. and Mrs.
Clarence Waterbmy, member of the l
board of trustees, and builder of the l
Church; Ony Wa.terbury,.one of tIle I
builders of the (:hurch, and a mem-!
bel' of the board of trustees, whe j

I served lisa, deacon; Mr. and Mrs. I

Ohestcr Waterbury and daughter
Fre~ Boardman, M.1'.and Mrs.. Guy Edna, now Mrs. O. J. Carpenter, ofI Eddingt.ol1,Mr. and JVll'S,J. R. Spur- i I L!Jc, Mass.; Miss Della Waterbury, II

, ner, Arthur Cornell, Mr. and Mrs. I church clerk for a number of years;'~
Frank BeQkhorn, Mr. and Mrs. Roy Mr. and Mrs. W.. C. Steere; Mrs. r
WItzel, and a basket fl'om the pn- Steere was a member of the board'
mary d.epartment of the Sunday of trustees, a.nd superintendent of'
.scholo m memory of Robert BUI'- 1 the Sunday school, and active along J
1l11game, many lines for I>everalyears; Dea-

At 3. o'clock Sunday a.fternoel1 a con Thomas E. Smith, fa.ther of
m,emol'1al basket was taken. to the Mrs. Clara SGheurer; Mr. and Mrs.
grave of Calldace Dexter. In Oak Ra,lph Powell, teachers in China.
Hill cemetery.. She lI'as the oldest some years ago; Rev. Henry 'WJ
settler to arrIve ll1 Ioma and the I Powell, pastor, e,duca,tor and fr.i:end
oldest member of the chw'ch. of the church; Rev. Herman E.

I
The Evening Service P;;;'-;ll, now living in Califorma; a

REV. F. J. FITOH __ The evening scrvice, a community' picture of the farm home of ReV.

BAPTISTS END .gathOling was bonored witll' the H. W. Powell af a group of Bap-.
. .' " : presence of Rev. Dtiey L. Martin, of tistl>inclucling Rev. D. L. Ma,rulll,of;

, Tecumseh, Neb., pastor of the Ionia rrecumseh, Neb.; ·Mlss Ma.ry Pewel1,:
. church from 1900 to 1904. Rev. Mar- Mrs. Joseph fowell, Ml"s. Ella

F'IOUR D'AYS OF II i tin spoke on "Cobwebs or Pillars," Pewell Barnes, Edna Parmely, th~
, and gavc to his aUdience a. splendid daughter of Rev. a.nd JVm;. Lev~,
""picture of the primitive type of re-I Marmely, pastor from 1868, to 1872.

CELEBRATION ligion. Rev. Martin attended the Mrs. Levantll\. McDonald, the oldest
t '" .golden jubilee of the class of 1884 member of the chtu'ch for some

, of the Colgate university last week, time; the ladies' quartette, cC!l11-
I of which he was a member. ' SUnday,' ),Josedof Misses.Hearsey: McMUll~n:II evening's serVice brought to a close Allured, and l?enedlCt, who s~n~ ..l01

Ob f C . 1 A . I the celebration of thc one hun-! a num'ber of years 111tile 90 'i, a
servance 0 entenma nm- dredth birthday of the fOWlding of gl:ou~ o~ Baptists. taket~ in MI:S.

versary Concluded Sunday f the First Baptist' chw'ch in Ionia,! MorrISons ,yard, mcludll1g MIS.
which was so successfully carried W. D. Amold, Mrs. T. S. MCC~1lapd

with Memorial and His- lout by the present members of the Mrs. E. O. TayIOl', the pastor s WIfe,
chW'ch, and enjoyed not only by its I !Who'served here from 18'14 to ~87~;

torical Significance . members but by the congregation I Rev. and lVIl's,T. S. McCal}, "hos:
and fricnds. 'I'he committees pastol'ate was from 1886 "0 1888,

Sl~ ~ / <:J 3.."L worked hard in preparing so thor- I MI'. and Mrs. Philip Markle; Mr.
Sfrnday morning I>ervices 8it tIle ough a program fol' the enjoyment ,Markte was a deacon in the church;

Baptist church were largely at- of thoset· who could return to its Dr. O. R. Long; a former m.ember
. h f services. 'I'hroughout the week, a of the bO,ardof trustees; Mrs.. O. R.tended. Rev. E. E. Branc, 0 K MElla·birthday cake with 100 candles. was ILuhg, Mrs. Mal'Y eyes, ISS .

Grand Rapids, gave a splendid in evidence. decorated in the ~'el- Hutchins, for many yeal's a membel
address, recalling the many years low and white color scheme which a.nd teacher in the church; Mr..and
he had served as thc pastor was carried out at all services, Mrs. John B. Hutchin&, Mr. and

1\1rs. Roscoe Hearsey, parcnts 01
of the church in Ionia. Tile chW'ch Relics Qll Display Miss Winifred Hearsey; Mr. and
Wasdecorated with an a:btmdance of In the rear of the ch1U'ch audi- Mrs. a. E. Higbee, Mr. and Mrs.
flowers sent by families and friends tcritUl1 was a gl'oup of pictures, Perry Hart; Mr. Hart was chorISterI of deceased men~bers of the church. ~ible a,nd Baptist historics Wh~Cll fol' sOme tinie' Mr. and M1's.E. E.

i Tl . from Mrs J R ,Crispin had been loaned to the church Gates; ,MI', Gates was li fOl'merc1ea-
I .ley wele . . . . . . . f under the supervision of Miss Kate I' S0n of the church; Mr. and Mrs.
I and M~ss Ethel Onspm. MI. and Benedict, to be 011 displa.y during Fl'ank Freeman; Mi'. Freeman was

MI·s. Hiram ~a1'l!ng, MI'. and Mr~., I the centennial service by members I SUriday schoOl superintendent; a
I E. W. Krambrink, Mrs. Hemy and friends of thc church, in mem- group pictw'e of Baptists, with Rev.
t Po,,-ell, Miss Florence Peterson, MI'. 'rit'y of deceased members or of. F. O. Dickey, pastor from 1893 to
I 8illd_Ml's.Earl Seely, MI'. and Ml:S. members who havc moved away 1896' Rev. John Donnelly, pastor
William Pearce, ~·s. Bert Unde:- fi'om the city. This display consisted fron~ 1877 to 1882; Oharles Crispin.
wood and Mrs. Purl Johnson, MIs.. of pictures of the follo\':-:ingpersons: ..J.. R. C~'ispin, deacon for many
Berclie Rw'lingame, Mr. and M~s., Judge and Mrs. Eraptus Yeomans,' years, and father of Miss Ethel
Byron smith. O. C, W. class '11: who were charter members oJ! the Orispil1; Rev. and Mrs. Alfred COr-
memory of lVII's, Ford Ha.lsl>ead, chw'ch; MI'. aJld Mrs. Worden, par- nell, pastor of the church two dif~
l'4rs, Leo Edwards, Mr. and MI's: ents of Mrs. Flora. Freernan; IWv.J f~lt.....times. in_all a_~qtal 01 2".



;yeaa's; the Oanfield
.W'S. Alfred B~l'dag; he',vas CH~acon
'1:01'many yearS:; Mrs ..AclctieButcher.

~.J3!ln'1@tt, mottler 0I Mrs. L. T.
Smith; l\i.l:l's.A.nna Btitcher, gl'and-

"ymath€r of Mi's. b. T. Smith; Mr. and
fMi's. iJ. W. Baldie; Mr.' B·a.ldie'

• served on' the .board of tl·ustees.; I
,.J\FcL'1ibri,ldG. BCl,edict, ±ather of
Miss Kate Benedict; Joel BeiJediet'i
:I:;ttber of Mrs. Gan?-eHi, 1II.!'rs,Mor-.l
1'1;50.nand' M!s;s'JessIe Benedi'~t; Mr. I'
and lVIrs.G, H. Allured, president 01

.!the "board of tl'ustees, and parel'lts
':9'f Mrs" J. O. Beattie; Wilham Al-
~ured, tirother of Mrs. J. 0', Beattie'
"'Ji?r.aihl Mrs. D. 'Van Alstine, pas~ i;
tot :from 18.82 to 1886; Miss ;mmma:
:,Ahlol'd, the Ghur~h clerk' for m~ny I'
',Y!2,ars; a d,~d witlt the slgnatutr~s of.,

':Mi'. and Mfs. Samuel Dexter, giving
·"the pI'operty on Which the church,
,i'S'~a~j:clsto' the ehtireh; 'was on ~us'"C'l
.iplay. " -'I,

M::ilsicai NwrtiUers 't
,}j.n~ o~.'tJ:ie,n:ast.,i1:~~re~~in.gm~si-

cal features of the centerlIual pro.:
I:p'ltinwas the numb~i's sung by what I
was calletl the ','old qilartette.".cOln-
-posed. of niembers who sa;.ng to-

· g'ether s~vei:al years ag'o, and wel'e,
!i bl'Qtl!tht back together for this 00-

cf,lsion.. F:l'ida.y evening this qtiar-:
h)';be~ cofu]josed of Miss Lucy duil,;

,jjl.[.;lsis Kate Benedict, Chandler I
~:r;~ight and :f(erlJiert CoOper, sa.ng I
: WI:! ,Wduld See,_ Jesus,". and to-l

~gether with the p!'ese~t ,C1:t:!a;rtette'_if)'

composed of 1\1:iS8Winifred Arntz,.
~Mrs. lVtina Underwood, E. E. Wake-
.:field,· an.d Noi'man Wakeffeld, sev~.
~el'ai se'1e~tions were l'endered. lVIa,hy
,;of the older m,en'1bersof the church

wen '.l·em!ember ~when these people
" and manir others sang in the choir,

and all -expressed their pleasure in
heaj:ing their voi-ces again. f

"'.----:- _ =. -:--:-- '

The f@J.IO'winghist.ol'Y of the Bap-j
tist. chUl:ch. was pl'epared by Rev.!.
F. J. Fitch, and read, With stere-f'
opticon views, at the Friday night
servke: l, , I
History of the FirS't Baptist Church i

of Iania, IVIi>chig-a.ll, .Jtlne 22, 1934 I
EyREN'. F, J. F'LTOH '~

"'~l'ashington Oenter, Ionia c<:f'unty,
Jui1.e 24, 1834'.' 01T'this;-the twenty-

, fourth day of Jm'1e, Elder E. Loonlis,
agent of the American Baptist i
Home n'1issional'Y society, and Elder l
L. Slater, missionary at the Tholllas
l:yfiss,ionstation, visite(l this place.IAfter SerlTlOnand other religiocL.'>ex-I ercises six bl'ethren and sisters,

: Samuel DexteT a,ncl Ann, his wife;I Alfred Cornell a,nd Nancy, his wife;
J Erastus Yeol11.ans and Phoebe, his
'Wife, united in conference."

The First lliinutes
vVith this :report, in the first bool'::

of minutes of the chm:ch. we have
the story of its birth, a pioneer- re-
ligiouS. endeavor in the midst of a
'pioneer town .. Michigan was a terri-
tory then, and GoveI'l'lOJ:Porter was
chief executive. 'Ionia county did
net C01"11einto being for a year or
Inore, and althoug'h there were

IsmouldeTing el'nbers, the fires of the
"war" between Michigan and Ohio
had not yet fanned inCo fiame. Our
beloved state was emerging slowly
froln the wilderness. \'Vriting a few
yea,rs . 'before, Rev. Isaac Mccoy,

, piopear Baptist mi:;;sionary to Michi-
gan, tens of a proposed kip fro111
Kekellemazoo, now Kalalna.zoo, to'
Grand Rapids_ says: "The distance
is about 120 mHes, a nOTtheast-
wal'dly.direction. 'The whdle route

·will be in the wilderness." Looking
hack fr01n the vantag'e point of a
hundred ycars it, is difficult to see

, .our charming' little city in its swad-
·dlirig clothes. 'The first industry in
the city was a la,rge, coffee hull. on
the frOoutof Sau'1uel Dexter's cabin,
whtch was used through Ule coun-
tryside for' the grinding of corn. In

,Novenlber of 1833 Mr. Dexter ar-
ranged his sawmill 'on. Bellamy
creek, and the next year a.dded a
grist mill to his ~quipment. In 1837,

· the year befoTe Rev. Sangster be-
came the first pastor of the Baptist
church) Mr. Dexter opened his lltnill
on the site now occupied by the
annory, and'the waters of the two
little creeks which flow beneath the
pavements of~the city were. united
into one at about the point Where

, pe.xter and Washington streets now
intersect, and then carried on a

'flume over Main s,treet to ope1:a.te
tbe machinery of the mill. .

First Baptism
The next 'item: in relation td the

church com:~§.t,wo,,;n9.l1;tl;).~.L~t~r.,elP
_~ugus,t ~3."".,>..r83A,.,,,,,,,w.hen....,,,;.Ee;v; E.
Lbomis ahd Caleb Eld!'ed visited the
church, and after a sennon and dis-
cUssions it was voted that the con-
fel'GnCeshould risk recognition as a
chur'ch. W" B. I:tincoln gave a re-
VieV;-'cf' his rehg-ibtlS experiehce. and
the i'1ext day was baptized in Grand:
i'iver. It tvas at this time tha:t the

,peni'1aneri.t organization was af-
, fectcd. History records that this
: was the first Baptist church ''lest 0.1

, ! Ja.ckson, the first .church of ahy
denCnllnati0n in Ionia. county, and
the first Pro'testant church in west-
ern Michigan.' Baptist histoi"Y.
started in the ThoInas n'1ission, on
the ",rest bank of Grand river, in

~:;La~ is now' Gi'and Rap~s, in 1822,
, g the Indian.s, but when they,

, :!ed to Gull Prairie 11i'1936, th=-J

church v,rent wl1;n them. In'"U,:5t:>n;:,c

,our church was the chiLd of wq
. Thomas mission. AlthCDUghfroln
June 24, 1834, until February 18,

-: 1837, there was no pastor, and meet-
irH~'sof the church were irregular.
the d:l;'::'ch has had a continuoUS
histol'~' wit~'lOut. interruption. froml
the day L f ItS birth. In addItIOn to

"the ~ix orig.i:'al members, the church,
. no,v counted .3enjanlin G. Barber.,
. wl'10was received by letter, and Dr.

W. B. Lincoln, who was the first'
physician in \Vashington Center, I
latel' to be called Ionia, as members,
Dr. Lincoln was vObed in as clerk, a'
position he held fj-orover 10 years.

Historical. 'Incidents .
There are many interesting' slde-

lights in the early histe>ry of the I
church. In F~lJruary, 18'37, the min-

. j utes tell us that Oandace Dexter WItS
I I'Gceived as a luember. This is es-

,I pecially interesting when we learn,
t that Mrs. Dexter was the mdthei' of ,
r Samuel, George and Stephen Dex-.

tel', and had emigrated frol11'Little I
Falls, New YQrk, at the advan.ced I
age of 75 years. She lived in Ionia I
f0il.' 13' years, and is buried in the

'Dexter plot in Oak Hill cemetery.
lVII'S.Dexter was the da,ughter of 1
Rev. Esek Windsor, who was, the SOl'll"
of l\1:e'rcy W'illiams, daughter of,
Roger Williams. Hence it fonows I

, that one of the six founders of the 1
church 'was a direct descendant of i
Roger Williams, who founded the I'
original Baptist, church in Am.erica.'

, a,t Providence, Rhode Islahd. Mrs. f
Dexter was -likewise ,··the gTahd-~
mother of Mrs,. William JennHigs 1,

'Bryan, and the great-gra,ndmothet ~
of Mrs. Ruth Bryan, who has ViSited.
the grave in Oak Hill cemetery. It!':
therefore follows that om' church'!,
had a no.ble"'beginning, a,lii:! can I

; claim' a kindred r~iatibn to the first:
Ba.pUst church i;'1the' United states. 11

The, First Pastol'
In ·May, i838, Rev. A. O. Sangster

became the firi>t pasto1: of the
churcb. R€ appears t.q have been
a.n unstable fellow, and there was
soine discussion a' yeai' later
as to whethef- he should. be retained
for a. secorid yea.r. The vote' was in
his fa.vor, hO'iirever, and he was on
the field. until Saturday; May 2, ,
1840. when the church declared the!
pulpit vacant. Ori August 9 ,liffthat l
year H. D. ButtollJh preached in the'

: schoolhoUse that was used to hCluse
the church, and it wlis voted to ask

,the church at 'Troy, Oakland,
I com1ty, to ordain 'him, that he
might enter upon his ministerial
duties ii'1 Ionia, He fina.lly arrived
on' the field in October of 1£140, and

)
remained a ftl.ithfui pastor here
until 184.4. Rev. 'Alfred Obrnell he-
'clW'j.€ pastor next. ',Rev. Butt@lPl:!..'
'n1r&"been a 'Studei'lt at Oolgate 'uni'-',
versity .in the <:lass of 'Ui43, and Rev'

i

Oo1'nell was a graduate of the SaIne:
class, Mr. and· Mrs. Cornell came ~
on the field iri 1845, and remained ~
h~re f6r 17 yea,rs. R~v. OOl"riellWl?-Sf;
the brother of Dr. Alanson Oorhel1;~
whoeal1'l.e to Iania in the autunul ~

'of 1833, and· the upcle of Lucian t
, Cornell .. Tor Inany yeaa:s a inember·I,
and offioial of bur church. MI·S.
J;.>uciari Corn.ell was a,ri honoi-ed

; men'1ber of om" church fOT many
i yeal'S, anti passed. to her hea veply ,
reward in Ja1'luary; of this year at
the advanc_ed age ~f 85 years. ' i

How He Was Fai(l '.
, W,hat t,he ,.Salary Qf the Jilreacher I
was at this time we alo not know,l;
but we find a 1'iote in the minutes"
telling of f;he.~PPoint!nent. of,...ac0i~::J



, mittee to circulate a sUbscription!
· paper for the support of the pastor. (
At the same meetihg, August 2, I
1840, it was voced/ to tax every male

·n1.€lnber one shilling, a.nd f€n1.ale
· members six cents Tor the suppbrt I
., of Ule gospel, these amounts to be

'; JilaW 'mQnthly. At the same rate the
t"~hhrCh at the pl:esertt time would'
· receive around $1'10per month, It

:1 was during the pastorate of Mr.
1, Oornell that the fu'st church house

was constructed. Mr. and Mrs,
Salnuel Dexter hae! given to the

, church a plot of land eight rods
·square on the corner of Main arid
· Nm'vell streets to be used for a
. church and parsonage. The first
building' was a frame structure, and
stood on this lot approximately on
Llle land now occupied by the Def-
,11.dbrf house. T'hel'e isson1.e con-
mct over the first house at., worship

'in Ionia, but one historiaii states:
: "ThL" fil'st structure erected and
• dedicated as a church was the first
.",and only church el;lifice in this sec-
J tion of the then Wilderness; a,nd for
several years continued to be us.ed
for all large g'atherings aIilj wedding
celebrations. The deed to this prop- ;
erty is still extant, and cont~ins the I
well preserved signatures of IVIi·.al1.d
lVI:rs.Dexter.

In October, 18'46,it was decided to
rent the pews in the hew house of
worship, the income from the rent- I

·als being applied to finishing the I
interior. Rentals rang-e.d from. $1 to
$5, the total amoui-lt being $78.38.
It was also voted that each person
who had taken a seat should give
his note payable in grain or its

·equivalent.
" E'Xtend its Field
f ,John VanVleck hav!ng- reported
· that son1.e people in North Plains
were desirolls of ha ving relig'iol.!s
services there, asked for a license
to preach, which was granted Sep-
tember 1, 1843. On June 1: 1845. a
regularly called council ordained l\/.rr.
VanVleck to the gospel minish·y.
and he beCal11.ethe- org'anizer and
first· pastor of the. Pa10 Ba.ptist
church. ,

In 1843 the church was repre:-
sented at the Shiaviassee associa-'
'tlon, at its meeting at Perry, a,rid,
the usual letter apd statistical re-I

~port was read. The Gi'and Ri vel'
associatioh came into. existencl? the,.
next yea,r. ,

Rev. E. H. Morrison, of the class'
G¥:·-1844.of Gblg'ate uni:.versity,T_~am"
to the church in 1863 fol' two years"

. being followed by a l'etUl'n pastor- i
ate of Rev. Oornell for another two 1

years.' This made HI yea.i·s that Mr. .
00rnell served the church. In 1868;
'Rev. Levi Pm'mely came to the'
church from Elkhorn, Wisconsin, as.
pastor. Dr. Alanson Corhell pre-
sided as chairinah at the meeting.
which voted to extend the call.. ,

New Church Rises . I
:By this time the first house af

worship ,vas deen1.ed in ufficient for
the \Vork of the Church, and plans'
were lnade for alternations ,and re-I
pair. A comrnittee was appointed to;
seCUl'e funds, and Orry, Waterbury I
asked to submit estinlates for the.
work. It is inferred that since the
estimates'totaled som.e $S,500, and
the committee \V.as unable to raise I'
any :funds, that the idea of reiJair .
was ~ot acceptable to .the church; I
Therefore, on Mallda,y., June 22, just.1

6q..years ago tonig'ht, the former i
m.otion . to repair the oid building i'was rescinded, and a new motioni
'as passed to build a new building!

at a- cost of. not less than $10,000.
I In August of that year Rev. f
I Parlnely came to the church as pas-l
; tor at a salal'Y of $1,000 and par-
sonage. Benevolence collections for I
the· year am'ounted to $100.64 for f
foreign missions, $53.75 for homc
niissions, $100 for SUl1.day school,
8.nd $4.50 for the C'edar Springs
church. For other objects of a tnis-.

'SiOnary nature $35 was raised and,
1 paid out.

On Thursday eveniIig;. February!
24. 1870. Miss Ella Hutchins, Miss l

. Oarrie Hutchins ahd Lee Hutchins'
presented themselves fdr lnember-

i ship after baptism, and were re-i ceived. and baptized three days later. I
It :rs Dedicated

After considerable discussion in i
various gatherings of ,the church, lLI
was finally decidfid to let the con-,
tract for the cl'i.urch·to Brother Ony I
Watei~bur~f, and that he should erolTI-.!
·,plete the work. The second church t
bUilding. thuS came i);),to·being. It I
was like the present 1:l.uilding; ex-
cept a slnall tower on the sou.theast
corner, and phe ent1"ance which WB s
added some: time later. It wa;> a
hap-py day, in trie church life when
in 1872 the pastor, Rev. Parmely

,prea.ched the dedication sermon on
January 7.

, Rev. -E. O. Taylor succeeded Ivlr.
1 Parmely in 1,87'1,.
1 Rev. John Donnelly came as ~as-
I tor.in 1877.. Dr. Donnelly was grad-
. uated at Colgate university in.1862,
! arid was,'given -the honDrar degree
r of Doctpr of Divinity in 18~8. He
1ren'lained for five years and was fol-
10wec1:byRev ..D. VanAlstine in 1882.
who i'clnained for four years. .' .

!. In' 1886 Rev. T. Si/npson McOall
bec:ii.me the pas Lor. We have a di-

I T~tory of the church pUbl~hed
I January/1, 1887. The pastor llyed
d.l.t 104 ,Union street. Thon1.as E.
Smith,_ Lucien Oornell, Jan1.es P.
Hart, "Walter D. Arnold, Orry Wat-
erbury and_ E. E. Gates were- the
deacons. John W. Baldie wa·s·treas-
urei", Mrs. B~JJdie teacher.· Miss
Enuna A,1'nold was president of t,ho
children's mission band. George H·.
.',Allureci"was one of the trustees, and
'Mrs. Anured ViTaspresident of 'the.
''ladies; aid sGciety. AUred ~road,
""vas,'also a inenitier of the 'board of
trustees. Mrs. Broad' was active in
Cl){ll'chw<lrk. Miss Winnie 'Heal'sey",f~S ol'gailist. with J. P. Hart as
chorister. Miss _Hattie 'MCMUllen!
and" Miss Kate Benedict comprised
the n1.ttsic committee. . -

... Rev. J. J, Phelps folldwed Mt··1
McOall, and was pastor from 1889
to" 1893, in which yea.r Rev. F. O.
Di'cky. became pastaI'.

In 1875 J. R. Orispin joined the
chUl'ch a.t Saranac, later t.ransfer-
ring tp Ionia. lVIr. Orispin was the
father of Miss Ethel Orispin, onr
talented organist. and 'teacher of
the '0. O. W. class. :

Tn 1896 Rev. E. M. Jeffers came to I
J;onia as pastor, and remained here',
until 1899. In response to an i11-
qtury as to the whereabout-s of lVlr.
Jeffers, a reply wa" received from I
Duluth, Minnesota, saying that he
haq passe<;l.on to his reward at Den-I
ver, Oolorado, sevei'al years ago. I

So we caine down to dates of the I
present century, Rev. Duey L. Mar-

~t.in came in 1900 to ush~r in the
new century; To say things about~
Mr. Ma,rtin would be superfluous, for;

" he is here tonight to speak for him-'
self, We are happy to have our
friendS of the past with us for these
fe,,-" days.

I Mi.. Mal'tin feft us late ill. r90'.f;~
and Rev. E, E. Branch can1.e to en-
ter upon a 17-year pasLOl·ate. When
he resigned in 1922 Rev. Wm. T.·
Woodhouse succeeded, but illness
severed a happy fellowship in two
years, and in 1924 Rev. Alfred
Tl'enel'ry caine frOln Niles. Mich., as
pastor. Mr. Trenerry rem.ained four~.
years. leaving late in 1928. In I
J.Vrarch, 1929, the present pastorate
cOn1.Ii1..encE!d,the ninetcenth in the It
hundred years history of the church.~

1'IIan,y Musicians
We have said nothing about f

n1.usicians in wqich quality of gen-
ius OlU'church has abounded. vVeI
listened W'ednesd<J,Y night to the t
ladies' quartette from the O. o. W.. -
class, and we Inarveled that fOUi'l
felnale voices could blend so well.,~

'It is not the first quartette. of .
Women tiUl:t -- has delightedthe':-
church. Back in the 1890.'sthere wa'S -
another quartette Which sang for l
yea,r5- together,. two Inembers of t
whicl;. we ha ve wLl'l us still, l\>lr.S.j:
GI'ace Allured OJ:essy, Miss 'Witrnie j'
Hear~E!Y'M~ss Hattie McMuiien, and

~. Miss Kate Benedict. 'l
It is impossible to estimate the

inflUence that the churdh has. had,
on the l'eJigi-ous life of the com,rnun- .
iiy. the state and the wodd at f
large. It has given men to the Gds-.
pel lYiinistl'Y, Rev. Alfred 001'nell!
going from Ionia to Colgate univer-l
sity, to return for 19 years as pas-~
tOl". Rev. John VanVleck was 01'- f
da-ined here, and established the,
Palo church. Rev. I-i'enry Powell
and Rev. Hern1.an Powell 'Nent out'
to long, useful lninistries as gabcJ
soldiers of Jesus Ohrist. MisS Mary.
McLean carried the influence of the'
first Church, to the India.ns under.
the leadership of Isabell Orawf0rd.:
Ralph Powell and lVII'S.Powell went~ -
to teach in Yale in Ohina. But '.vho·
can measure the work that the!
church has cal:l'iecl on 1~-{undr~tls ~
have passed throUgh its do-ors to"
hear the good Gospel of the Christ,;
and have ca:iTied away with them'
inspiration and enthusiasm that has

.been translated into useful and
fruitful liv~s.

"CUJ.'tain Is Down"
Sb we came to the end of a. hun-.

dred :'t cars. To use the picture given'
to us. by our' speaker Wednesday
nig·ht. the curtain is rung down,.
Henceforth the past century is but I

a memory. The gOlden rays of the
afternoon sun reach theil' hands up
toward the sky, casting a. ~llow
afterglow upoi1. us as we tUl'n our
eyes backward to b,ehold the earthly
pathway over which oui' chureh has
come. As we turn again with the
g'low of yestercla,y still on our faces.
we see that pathway reaching out
in the. dim unkpown Df. the future.
It is the birth of another century.
It is ·the challenge of work not done,
of n~w avenues and new oppdrtull-
ities. It is the outstretched hand of
the Ohrist as He says: "Oome with
me., and I will make you fishers of
Inel1."--- ------~-----_ ..

for the
A ,gal-
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Juntors

Rev. A. C. Sangster, 1837-1840-
~.Rev. H. D. Buttolphy •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1840-1845
. Rev. Alfred CornelL 1845-1863
Rev. E. H. lVIorris(m 1863-1865

I Rev. Alfred Cornell... 1865-1867
Rev. Levi Parme'ly 1868-1872

, Rev. Jonathan Rowley 1873-1874
I.Rev. E. O. Ta:ylQr 1874-1876
I :Rev.. John Donnelly 1877-1882
:Rev. D. VanAlstine 1882-1886
Rev. T. S. McCall... 1886-1888
.Rev. J. J. Phel,p.s 1889-189B
·Rev. F. O. Dicky 1893-1896
Rev. E. lVI.Jeffers 1896-1899
Rev. D. L. lVIartin 1900-1904
Rev. E. E. Branah 1905-1922
Rev. Wm. T. Woodhouse 1922-1924
Rev. Alfred Trenerry , 1924-1928
.Rev.F. J. Fitcl1. 1929- 'lJJ l.

.From June, 1834, to 1837 the Church was nnder the pastoral I

care of Home Missionaries
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!?t,J!L.,w4.H 'to (,ANl-1 -~ 1-1416' - -;
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A CENTURY AND THE CHURCH
By Edgar A. Guest

A century of service to mankind,
And stiIJ the steeple taiHls bencath the .s.ky,

Th~011es rise a~l-dfall and fashions drop ,hc!1In
1
cl,

1hc church J all we haye that doesn t diE:'.

One hundred years .and still the chUJ·.ch is youn~!
Still men keep faith and s~ek the .finer things.

till hymns of faith and praise to God are sling .
vVhile time rusts fame, ends power and humbles kl11gs.

il-1en come and go upon the stream of change.
Through nc\v and old God keeps hiS place Oil earth.

Abiding 'faith! . Oh. is that phra~e so stra;1ge,
Sincc centlll'lCS add In;;trc j"f) ,ts worth .

•Copyright, 1927, by Edgar A. Gue. t.


