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‘section of
seftlers who

from the State of New Yorlr "'we

. God feaving people, as evidenced |

_ by the steps bem'f taken soon after |

their arrival fo torm 4 religious
organization.
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' Six At Mecting
At this meeting six persons,
- Samuel Dexter and wife, Anna,

ch of Ton-
, bas the distinclion of

: house

’_Gram tiver..

Ergstus Yeoraans and wile, Bheo-

bQ‘ Alfred Cornell and wife,
V. L.'m

Nan-
ed In a conference. August

same year Elder Loomis
: ir ad  here tog ther with
Cﬂﬁb “Eldred 2z meml ber

church at Comstock 1 2
 county. After a g Sermon :nd discus.
sion it was voted that thz:
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effec ted

siy who 1mited in
ce then our church

| has been in com:m}ous active ex-
| Hstence !

First ﬁauh r
AR T,hlw meeting Benjamin G|

Rarber was received by letter, and |
Dy, Wm. B, Lincoln was recexved

as the Lirst candxdate fcr baptism. | [
c,

s first physi-
er, The fol
Auguﬁ‘t 24, & service

Cia‘{ :
was he}& with Elder Loomis preach -

ing an intermission the
(o703 Graceedea ig Gz d_ﬁd
where the  solemn Tite

TIVET .
Lof ‘baptisin was administered. After:
baptism, Dr. Lincoln was chosen

hurch clerk. Church
that relstives and
 of the charter mem-

iescendants

| pers followed in rapid succession
m charch membership. ;

: 'Viaies Bmeﬁ ,
One of the articles of faith of
pew organization was that
government of the chureh !
eqtec& in tne nands ot the
male members.”’

Our churche is indebted to this .
Samuel i Demax fcxr the

the

of the

. church
Shiawassee as sociafion alits meet-

‘for a license o preach.
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Following iy ! hiatn*\' of the Fwtt
Ih was weite
Krainbrink,

and
recently

ida‘nﬁst church of Tond
itenn by Mrs Nettie B,
custodian of the church records
ead at Services which
ﬂ‘t‘kﬁc the 115,‘}1 an njera;;ny

of

‘note that

interesting  to
- ,Samuel ‘Dexter was 4 girect des-
~cendant of Roger Williams, founder
‘of the first Bapiist church in Amer-
ica, ap Prcwdenee k. 1. Meetings
of ‘the church were held at the
home of Erastus Yeomans and

“Jf s

'md later at the school
which was also located on
West Main street. Baptlsm Was
olemnnized in the W%ﬁcrq

others,

No Pa,stor

Fnr nefniv
chureh had no pastar but flourished
under the guidance of Alfred Cor-
‘nell. In May, 1838, Rev.
Sangster was engaged as the first
pastor at a salary of $300  per
year. He remained iwo years.

In August, 1840, H. B. Buttolph
preached in the school house, where
‘the church met, and it was voted
1o ask his home church ai Troy,
in Oakland county io ordain hing,
s0 that he mught become pastor ot
the Tonig church. He arrived in

_October of that year and continued

his pastorate until 1845. What the
salary of the pastor was at that
time Is not recorded, kut on Aug-
ust 2, 1845, it was voled to tax
each male member 12% cents and
each female member 6 cents per
month for the support of the gos-
pel. A committee was appoinied
to celect the same. During the:
‘pastorafe of:the Rev. Buttolph the
was represenfed at the

ng al Berry, Mich. Letfers and
repc}rt “were read, The next year
the Grrand River association came |
mro existence.

Paln Church

About this time John VanVleck
reported that some people in the
‘vicinity of North Plains were want-
mg rengxous services and he asked
This was

sranted September 11, 1834,
dl}he 1, 1845 he was ordained to
ihe rmmstxy and became the or-
ganizer and first pastor of the
Palo church. This Rev. VanVleck
was a great uncle of Leo Van
Vleck, now deceased.

Rev. Alfred Cornell, . son of a
charfer member, became pastor
Rere in 1845 and remained severi-
teen vears, During his pastorate
here the first church building was

erected, just east of where the
present bmldmg stands. In Oclo-
iﬁer 1846, it was decided to rent
the pews in the new bunamg the
incoine from such rentals to apply

ﬁmsnmg the mtermz “Rentals
from $I 00 to $5.00 per

a: pew Was to give Ins note

of thef
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 ed until 1872. On June 22, 1888,
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. able discussions af various gather-

- for a small tewer on the southeast

slowed by Rev, J. J.

_ary noc to eaceea 50 cents

. &

g “search the tax!
i6fls and levy a fax upon each|
member, (resmmg ‘near enough
(o em ,y the prwllcges, of church

v it was to
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‘Mteetings were held on
Airday aftemoonf' preced- |
ing —fhe ﬁrst Sunday of each month.

The clerk kept a record of all
absentees from church service and
ar, each covenant meeting the
clerk informed those present of |
‘all absentees and they were ! “
quired fo render a satzstactor,yf
excuse, or be 'admomshed for. e
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e ehurch |
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11
after & second offense. |
Phe Rev, FE. M. Morrison, & |
graduate of Colgate university,came |
as pastor in 1863, remaining ftwo !
years at a salary of $600 per year. |
In 1865 the Rev. Alfred Cornell
reiurned for another two years,
making nineteen yeax&. that he ser-
ved the church here.
iThe Rev. lLeyvi¢ Pa rmely came
to the church in 1863 and remain-
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e

Hiis o
3‘21‘67 e

it was voted fo erect a new puild-

ing as the old frame building was: %=
found to be inadequate for the: .}
work of the church. It was also:
greatly in need of repairs. Orry
Waterbury, sr. (father of Miss: ‘3\4

Bella Waterbury and grandfather: A 2

e?!

submit estimates, at a cost of notw.,,

of Staniey Powell) was asked to
lesg ‘than $10,000. After consider- %

v

£

o

G

ngs of the church, it was voted:
to let the contract for the new,
buudmg to Mr Waterbury. It was’
like the  present building except

f%‘«z;z_.
~ASTINGS ”pln«c

the entrance which
Rev. Parmely
sermon .

corner and
was added later.
preached the dedication
on January 7, 1872.
fiire Organ Pumper ;
Jolinathan Rowley was pastor
‘from 1873 to 1874 and following
him the Rev. E. O. Taylor was
here for two years.
The Rev. John Dounnelly, also a
£ adaata from Coiqate university

!came in 1877 ‘md remamed five
vears, He was followed by Rev.

/

.

%/ ok

' D. Van Alstyne in 1882, whose
pastorate was four years.
The Rev. T. S. M feCall _became

pastor in 1886 lor twe yedrs, fol-
j helps  in
1889 for, four years. Rev. F. O,
| Dickey came in 1893 and l'emamed
three years.

. n June 1895, xt was . voted to\
‘hive an “orean pumper’’, the sal-

:
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Rev h E Branch came to us”n
1905 to enter a pastorate which

aBperiod. The basement of the church.

| wedding Now., :
_home in Corunna and three months

'pastor

contmued ey 3 seventeemyeai'»

was entirely requeiec} .during -

this time. In January of 1919 -a
_ seripus fire destroyed part of the

chureh foyer and smoke and water,
| damaged the auditorium. The board | i
of trustees, with John C. Beattxe}
as chairman were able to repaxrg

all damages and pul the building
1in better condition thai before the
five with the money received: fromg

insurance. During the interim |
church services weie held i the
court house. !

Parsonage Bought
. August 6, 1992, the Rev. W. T.
Woodhouse came as pastor. The .
tollowing year in September, 1923,
the present parsonage Was pur-
chased. Mr Woodhouse’s pastorate
was & happy one but was severed .
in two years through illness, -and
the church regretiully = accepied
his resignation, The Rev. and Mrs
Woodhotse celebrated: their polden
16, 1937, at their

later on February 18, 1938, Rev.
- Woodhouse passed  away. !

The Rev. Alfred Trenerry was
for four years, coming in
1624, During this period it became
hecessary to put a new roof on
the church building. There were
several donafions towards this and
later 2 mortgage was placed upon

the parsonage to pay the balance

of indebtedness

o {of membexs and friends of the
_ church. Much credit should be giv-

ko

~ TSOUEht 0 secure for thomisives| |

‘and their descendants the right sfo

en to Mrs Margaret Darling who~;
wWas chanma,n of this commitiee:
Duréng the alterations,
were held in the basement of the

church. The electric lighted cross

over the organ, the offering plates, |
settees and other gifts were made
at this time, most of themr in
‘memory of deceased members.

: Né_mes In History !

Rev, W. L. Cruthers was pastor |
from August 1945 till October,1947, |
During his stay repairs were miade |
at the parsonage, including a com-
pletely remodeled bath room with
all new fixtures and floor cover-
ing.

{ This hrings us to our present
path" the Rev. J. Lee Lewis who
came in October, 1947

We cannot conclude without men-
tion of many who have meant so
much in the past’ ry»and life

of our church, who “‘Have gone to
. their reward. Emma Arnold was 4
ehurch clerk and Stunday school
i worker. She left a home fto the
' church which was then used as a
‘parsonage. This was later sold and
under the trusteeship of Rev. Hen-
ry Powell the funds were used for
new windows in the church and
the balance placed in the Emma |
Arnold Endowment fund, an in-
terest bearing seecurify.

Orry Waterbury, sr., 2 member |
of the board of trustees for many !
years, and contractor of our pre-
{ sent church building.

Rey. retired

serviceg

==

~ | worship Good according to their

‘own - convictions.” May we keep
the fires burning, started so long |
¢ago, to light the way for those!
who will follow, remembering the !
i words of the Master, T have chas- |

—en you, that ve should g0 and‘

bring forth fruit.’”’
By Neme Kranmmk

e

109 Years Ol C ey R
= - & 42 | Minister o e Grospel and brother
_V;DI;eRlé{gv. FLIE}I\?I‘% tih sug%fgsoé’”;\g of Herhert Powell, who was great-
% LB , . als o ly interested in the welfare-of the

& side builletin board was dedicated

lus,

Wwho came to us in Mazch of 1929,
During his pastorate our church.
celebrated its 100th anniversary, in
June, 1934, This was an outstand-
ing event in the annals of the
church. Four different gatherings:
were included in this centennial |
observance, a banquet on June 20,1
{ historical night on June 22, and'
{ appropriate church services morn-
ing and evening on Centennia l

| Sunday, June 24, The Rev. Fitch

left March 1,- 1936. During the

three months which followed the

Rev. Charles Morse of Lansing,
supplied the church-puipit, adding

several by baptism to the church -

membership during his stay with

June 1, 1936 the Rev. George
Waoolcock became pastor,
During his nine years with the
church there were- several note-:
worthy accomplisments. An out-

March 7, 1943, it being a gift
frein the Doreas society. The final
| payment on the mortgage wag
.made, and at the adjourned an-
inual meeting May 12, 1943, after
an mstoncal account of the moxrt-
gage by Herbert Powell, and g ser-
vice of thanksgiving, Mrs Flora
Freeman was given the honor of | |
burning the mortgage.

- Church Repaired

April 30 1944, Miss Della Wat- -

erbury retlred as church clerk,
an office she had so efficiently and
conscientiously held for twenty-one
years.

During the winter of 1944 and
1945 the auditorium, foyer and ‘en-

t*ance of the church were com-

0 involved a new ceiling
widitorium. and refinishing
pipe organ was

1$3,600. and'— when fmished was: en

tirely paid for through donations: |

ompletely overhauled. The
expense of this whole under-

church. He held otfxces of deacon,
and trustee and left to the cimrch
the Powell endowment and also
the Powell trust fund. At his re-
quest the income from the en-
dowment fund was to be used to
keep his name a perpetual giver
and contributor towards the cur-
rent expense of the church.

The Hearseys, Cornells, Allureds,
Cnspmc (Mr Crispin, father of
Ethel Crispin, was a former dea-!
{con)the Bloomers,Stelia, Blia, Miss |
Kate Benedict, Mrs W. C. Steere,I
Mzs C. A Ileland the Beatties, |
[ (Mz. J. C. Beattie long a chair- |
man of board of trustees), Lee Hlla
and Jessier Hutchins, (Miss Ella
in whose memory the Ella Hut-
chins circle is named.) Ella Hut-
chins on Jaundary 12, 1912, was
requested to act as custodian of |
records of the church. This of-}
.fice she held until March, 1927 |
when she moved to Ann Arbor, and |
then turned that responsibility ov- !
ier 1o the writer. ot
| Mr Claude Brockway, father of
i Mrs Leo Edwards, long a member
of the trustee board for yearg as
the chairman. Mr and Mrs E. W.
Briggs, active in Sunday school
school and ftrustee board. Lucy A.
Cull, a devouf church and Sunday
school worker, doved by all and
for many vears, a member of the
 church chou Mls Clara Scheurer,
Mrs Flora Freeman and the Mark-
les, (he was a former deacon.)

There 4are many others whose
names we have not menticned and
deserving of much credit and 1o
;Whom our church extends honor.

“The church has had twenty two
pasto*s during the 115 years of 1ts;
existence, five of whom are stiil |
Hliving.

. Up to now we have been tuxmng, !
the pages of the past history of

i this church. What will the fugure |

[be? The First Baptist church ofi
iIonia, “Stands as a nmemorial to
ithe zeal and devot‘on of those who -

_‘1(, g{,;,,z.c&}— Vi
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