
pHil' Cliurcl1 0/ :lonia
vie,ws 'ill! ~oors OlHistary

'Following is !1 !'!!stc!'Yor the First,
!e~ptist church of~(mia. It,w~s W!it-
'ten by Mrs Nettle E. Kramormk, j

1q,1~stodianof the church recoras and
; read at ~ervices which recently
,!",ar~eG! the 115th a!1l1iversal'y of

t:he fgunding of thechlll'9p" ~
, The First Bauliist church Of IoI'-
la,Michigan, has the distinction of
being the rirst· qhurch ol'gapization'

,''In· ·thJ.s section of Mic1;liga,n, The.'
,0!·glllal settlers who came. here \
from the, state of New York were r
God fearmg,people. as eVililenced I'

jby the .steps being taken soon aftel'
their an-ivaI to form a religious
organization.

J:onia. was then called Washing-'
f6~'!'Oer~.te!', a. !1a.6e- give!.1- t6 Ll1is I

, ,
, . sett.l€!1lent by the EOl"l, Samu e 11

Dekter, its founde!', On Ju..'lli 24.
183$, a meetit1~was held at the I '

.home 'of Erastus Yeornans. Elder
Lomuis, an -agent df t..heAmerican .-

IHome :Missionary ~soci6tYi and EI-,
der Slatel" 1'" !1'!~ssionary at Thom- I
~aSoSta:tionL in what is now Gl'and I
Rabids. were u!'esent. (This home
of Mr i-eomans W2.s on West MaAnr
sfii'eet neal' "rh~t is nov,r Yeom-a,tlsj
street.)

'~"It is' intel',estlng to:: not!')- ,tli:it
;SamU!'l D~ter was a),1i:tect. Ms-

.j cen?ap.t of Rf'lgel' WiIliams~ :(~un~er
(of, tge, hr.st.13a1)tl,stC!1UI;cJi'm A;iner·
, ica;· at Rrovidenee. R. ·r. Meetings
9f::"the cl!ul'el,1 'Wel'{:;""!litd,'at"Jhe
home of; Erastus Yeomans and'
ot.1lers,~!;lnsl. iatel' '?-t 'the Bcl:ipJ)l
'hQ:use' w~iiq,hW:§-s l}1's,(1)locate.d~}l I

I'Vlest Ma'in ,street. $ail;lt!sm was j
l~o~~tnmz~d:In th~ waters' Of..t.h~r.
.~rana. lTv:er:.__~~ '..'" .--J

.., No Pastor '
. For 'near:ly" three .. yeli.rs tne

- phl,H'chllad' nop~stor but floui:lshe~ "
,urider',the guidlliRqe:of· :Alfred COl'-,'
·hM'J. . In May, ')83"8. Rev. A.C, t

,;3ifngst.l'lvwas 611gagecVas tIie' fhs.t
paslioi' at, a safary of $300 p'er .
year,.He rEjmained iwq: yeui:s. ". l'

~ Ir1.~wtu::>t,'1:84.0,H.·B,Bt!ttol~ll
preachep. 'in. the school hO.tlse•Wh.eli!},
.,H~e(;\'U)lrchmet, and.it Was vote-a
tt') 'ask his hqlne church ~t Troy, .
m,O!!,kla.r?,d c.,ounty !o.. MClain hiI~'J. !
so that he ~'Jigqt 9~e.Qme pal3t,p,.r .ofj .

.the_.Ionia; chui'ch. 'He' ar;rivea in';
Outeoer of ,tllat year" and coniinued
hif:> ,pac BC,Qrat.:e-'.until"1.3:4G" Wh',~l1t tIle.' fsalary of the "pa;<;t,Ql"V,{a0at tha,t
time' is not !"!"cordecl.):Jut 0J1, Aug- t
ust ,2, 1845; it was voted to tax \
etteh male member :1'2% centt;"'and
e~ch 'fen~ale f!1e~nber ,6 oent~ per .
mpnth far ·the .sUlDPort of th~ gos· 1
peL A c01mnittee, ·waS' a.ppointed
to :cc;oIlect, the ,sllme. During the;
'pastorate of~the, Rev. 'Buttolp.ll the t
, chilrcb. ,was',:·re1n'esented, 'af the'.!i

~i;.j~W,':';1!3~!",e-A.'i~_0QL~.0p."ak,it~meet-·~_11.
llilg 'at.' ,;Perry. 'Mwh, Letters, and

,re.i;Jotts!>vef-eJread. The -next year j
tJ'fe Grflind .f?,i\'e1'association came )
,i1iiiil''existence. " ',' ,
. ,. f,~ '. FaJo.;..Church. I

, &,b.Q\1ttVis;,ti;~e .j"ohrLVanVleGk: is'
,report!3d that some pepple in the', ~
'vicinity ·of,.Nor!Ji Plains were want- 1t
ingcFe'qg.iouSseI'vices and he asked,

. fqt a ,t~(\ense,,to Ri'eafsh, Thiq 'was
gr,anted Se.pt.en1'ber ,11, 183.4. On "1
J,jitriei, . 1845,',he was o:roained to

·t~e nlinisLry and became the 01'-

~;~,h!~-ec'and 1irst pastor of the
raw chUrClJ. This Rev, VanVleck- . I . , .
-was.. a gtea~.., ).111Gleof Leo :Van 1
Vlec.k\ now.·(wc.eased, ~

Itev. ,Alfred Coi'nell", son of a
:Gh,!krter'rhellfber, ,.t<ecal;Ue:pastor v}
'n,ei'e in, 1845' and rerrltliinad ,seven- .:i
,t~en Yea,rs-. During" his- 'pastoi'ate f.:.
,liere 'the ,firs.t~hurch 'buildl'l1g wac,13. ~' .

: €r.l3cte!;1.'jl!l,st, east of where the, .
i)reseut,bui1Cl!i1g •stairds. Ili bcto- ,
p,er;,1846, tt was decided' to ,re,nt
tr.re Pews 'il~ the 'new Quil<,liilg,'the,
i.qC'olne frojrl such I'eB~!,ls to.:appfy
otl,dihi,shing ,the interior. Ren~al,s~
~?nge(} froirJ: '$1,.,00 'to ,$l5:0(r- per
Y<:iar.Each' l1.erS01'1wlla had taken
8,., pevl'\'1aS to give .h~ note, ~ay-',

,.able ,in grain" or its eqUivalent;
:tt 'w~ also voted at. tl'ri!3tjme to,

'.'" f,$,:i,® money by a COlrrmitt!e'wh0fi.t. m

l
~~i

1,it,was to "s,earcll the ,tax'f' ~
'liM' levY'-"a 'tax. upon each t -~,

',,," +~~r,(r¢Sidl,r1~,peJ'l-1' enough \i-
~~o eJ:j~Q:( the, pn:vrl~g!3S',of phul1@h . """
.xe?t1ti,n~.\').aepgrdirg to the l\1J10'4nt . ~,
:o~.1qi:9P,eiib~ asseSsed ,1.Q{;t,each ,on
said'ta')!l'oU.~··, ~ftf:'\"""~ " ~
·, ..CO~~!i~~t- 'li~fltingS " " 'r ~

,~fteetings wer~ held ap, ~~
afte.rl1oons ,preced- . \.i·.,~, S~mday of eaGh l11C!Irth,; .

The,,~clilrk ~ept a ·recqrd. of. aU
absentee,s f1'om church service alildat 'e?-cfu' coyenant ~meeting the ">J~ \i

lclerk" inf,ormeg those ,PJieSent ,of I ""¥. ~

Bill.,'abS.•erttee') 'il-nd t1ley. \'lcflF",g· '.lfe- '"'k ""
qur.red to, render a sa!irsfactQr~ \}
eX'cuw, o~pe ~df?gfii?~e~ ,€Q,l:,p~;' -l • '.
lectof);~j , ~ty~,~"'·'$\).e:~urch 1 ~ • "
was TIo'f:.i te ,·'aU ~absentees ~ <0{
a.fteJ: a ,1:jecond~offeilse. .' ~

The. '?-ev. E. ;Fl, MOiTison, a '[ .J \
gradUa~e Of. Golga,te university, came ~ ~\
as: pastor'.in 11:\63,remaining two 1: "
YEiars !J;t.,a:s!ll3,);y o~ $600 pel: year. ~ ~'
·III 1865 the Rev, .Alfred Cornell ~ 'q

r~turned' for ,'alNeher two years,
making nineteen years that he ser- ~ ~"
veiLthe church >here: ' ~
I T!1e"Rev. Leyi iparmely c.arlle ,.1~

to the' church in ~8f?~and remain-
e\i until 1872. On June :I2, 1868" l'~
it, was v'oted' to erect a riew build- < '.\ ~

~~~n~tf~e~~di~~:~~~~t~di~~~h~:."... 'J .j

\York of the Church. It 'was also:' i ill' ~'grell-tly in need of repaii's. Ori'Y;'~~ { II

Waterbury, sr. (father of Miss; ''''' d
Della Waterbury alldgran?fathe.r' ~. .. ~.I"\
of Stan'jey Powell) was asked to' ..•.... ~'"submit estimates, at a cost of not':\! ...,.
:~~lS-'~J:1an$~O,QOO'tJtft~r constihder-;~'1 " ~,~ ~

, aJ.J e \lISCUSSlonsa varIOus ga. er - ,. ..• '1 '\l'
ings of the church, it was voted, 1~
to let the contract for the new;,t (J) j"

,buildi~g to M'l' W(tterbuty, It w~ ~ 1\ '>l..>
11ke trle present building except,- ~ ~ J

for a small tE!w~r all t~e southeast' l ~ -<, :t
c<;ll'ller .and the entrance, which .....• i!.
wal> adqed later. ~ev, Parmely "-
preached .the dedicat.ion sel'lna,n (S t- N.
on Jan1:rary 7, 1872. ~ ~$ '\I

':fiire prg!!'p-. Pwn.per· 1,*,"\...:~'l:l:t
Johnathan Rowley was pastor "-train 1873' to 1874'and followipg

hiin 'the Rev, E:' 0: Tayior w!j,s
here for two years. '
· 'The Rev, John Donnelly, also a

gr~duat6 ·.from C01gate 1iniv~r1"ity ~~~,~,
'came it{ 1877 ~;;d llerriaill~d .flve
years: He\vas' fol1QWed I:l'li ,,:F?ev..
D. Van Alstylje in 1882, ,whose
pastorate was fO~lr years. .

The :Rev. T. S:. I'!.'iClQall .became .)
pasr,pr ~n' ~§l6 ,fQr. iw,o .:sre~1.;s" ff?l~. <~

j IBweu IT)" IteV'. J , J. Phelps m ~
.1889 fOrt four y~ars. Rev. 'F'. o. f
DiCke:\! came in 1893 an.g. J'~maiged .;.....
th1'ee"y~",rs, . ., '~'c"'·. .,' •••••

\ '. In JUrie, J.895, it wacs vgted~,to f f
llire an '!organ ,pumper";, the !'jal- .
.anr not to' eJ!:ceed ,50 cents per (

'Sunday. (We~n "aille ~
to flnq-:m~~ga,n'; f
YiS;s" 1;."'!§.ta)letl:,) . '." ' . .;

Tne Rev. E, jVL Jeffer~ beeamje
j pastor inl896~:iad ~:;,eIDa,itied t,n-ree"
. ?fears a:n(i w.as 'foli9wed by YJ,e
; J'{ev. D.' L. 'Ivtartin Jiil.~!l~, T!\..e~



~-~..... -~~ ....._---=..-~-~- - -.-" . ~ ~=->:.~ ~.".- •.••..-- ...•.~~

~~

' J. Rev. E. E. Branpp.c;ame. tq .us .iJil 'of mem.bers llind lrie)ll'lS of thel~'S.olJght to seyure to:r thenl§lvf)s,l
. . . _ • 1905.to enter a pasturate which _ --.ell!lreh.::Mllch..cl'edjt sbQuld--be.~v~ .and tI:eir descendants. the tight ~o'

• > :\ con~,nued fer s. sev.!!llteen-1~ den to Mxs Mar@,aret Da.rling who worsblp C!fu~ aC,?ordmg to theIr~ -:IS!!' penod. The 'baseme.qt o,f.~4eclJ.u~ch. f was cliair,man of this ~ommittee., !Qwn ..conVJCt)P?s., May we keep
G... J/ ~ w~ ~ntJrelY rem.odeled dunng' ~\1c:) Dur.mg the ;tlteratlOns, servicffi ;the fIres ?urnmg, started so long,'
't l ~ thl~ hm~, r~ January of 1919_a' wel'e held in the basement of the Iago, t? light the way fo~ tj,lOse,

. \s serlpus tlre ae(3troyed part o( the t- church .• The electric lighted cross J :who will tollow, rememberIng the:

:; , ' d~maged the al;ldltOllUm.The .boar.d l'I) settees an'a other gIfts were made I r en. you, that ~:e"should go and i
. ~; ot trustees, WIth John ·C. B1Jattle at, this time most of them in 1brmg forth frUlt. . I

as Chai,rl11.anw.ere able ,to reJil?-irIi memory of d~ceased m,embevs. I By Nettie Krainbrink.

/j ,all damages and put the buildIng I. . .' r' .
fin be-tter condition than before th;eI 4 .Na.mes In History

. - [fh,e wi·tJhthe money. r-ecei:yedfram ~. ~J .. Rev. W. L. Cruthers was pastor !
insurance. ,:Wuri)~gt1;J,e' intei'il}l ~ from August 1945 tm.actober,1947'j

2fi Ichurch service~ were held 'in the, 'J. ; During his stay repair;; were m:ade"J. /. court house. .. '.' ! ~ at the parsonage, inclUding a COlll-
~.~, , PlLJ:sona,geBOUght' . 1 p1etely rernodeled bath room with

~ ,A A t 6 19'''2 •..•...f.-rn '-W T ~ll new fIxtures and floor cover-~~ t ' ,ugus , .;" liUe,~ev... ..' " ' mg.
,fJ\ r.rr Woodhouse came as pastol". Th'!!. I This brinO's us to our present

v followJug year in sept,ember, 19,23; pastUtt' the Rev. J. Lee Lewis who
the present parsOI,lage- was pur--- came in.October 1947

• chased. Mr Woodhouse's pastol'a·te We Cantlot conblude without men-

~

I ' y;as a happy 0Ile but ~as severed, tion of many, who, have --l1;leantso
,(I.. ~ m two years,. through Illness, ·and much in the ~:;ist'\p.~f"o_,ri:>ilJ1d.life0.: the ch~rch 1egretfuHy accepted of our church, Whor.iiave''gone to

'~~ ~ hIS r~s~na~lon. ~eo :R~i:'.. and ~rs I theIr reward. Emma Arnold Vtas'a
. ~OOd?OliSec,elebrakd thelr go~d~n, 1 chureh clerk; and Su.nday sclle01

• weddi~g ~-l~'l. 16, 1937~ !lit, n~elT, Iwovker. She left ft' hOUle to the
/, home 1l'l,C~ru~na ,and. t:Q~eem.OliltJ:S i chUtell which was the,n used as s.

;(
la-tel' 01; J: ebmary lB, 1938', Il/.e\1,I : pa,rsonage. 'fhis was later sold and

\ Woodhouse passed· a,\v,ay. under· the trusteeShip o! Rev.' Hen-

1Welt ,The Rev. Alfred 'ITenerry was ry· Pbv'le'Il:the funds were used for
(J 1"' Y.J pastor fo!"o~ou~.yea;.s, ~()ming in j 11ewwindows in the church and
'?& '\. ~/Y1924. Dunn", tl;lISpellod It became I t,he bala.Dce plac.ed in the Emma'

\ V ,heces;ary to ~ut. ~ new r.oo!_on AI'uold Endowment. fund, an in-
T,. the, e~u~ch b.Ulldm",:There. \\1ere! terest bearing secuTity.

~

~ '). sever-al aonatlOns towards tbls ami, 'any Waterbury sr. 11 member

~

'} iff[, ./ later a. mortgag'e was- placed upon, Iof the board· of tr'uste~s for many
I\." .' the pals0Il;a.ge to pay the balance,' years, and cohtractor of our pre-

I' /' of ll1debteaness. I sent church building.
V..-. 109 Y¢ars .()]d J' <..; R~v. :a:enry Powell, a retlr~d

t c;.I' The Rev. Trene,n:y's successor .~. lUlmst.er ?f the Gospel and brothe,r, ",)<'7'(~ > \was Rev, P. J.: F~t.c~, also a ~~" ~f IIerbelu Powell, who was .gre\lot-n""' -who. came til us i)r Mal;9h oJ 1.929.. !~ ly mterested m th~. w.e:lfa:l~e;..'0fthe
0,:"" / nuril:)g his pasto'l1a.te our ,el,lUl'ch.l GbUrc~. He held offIces. of ~eaS}.~n,

" " celebrll,ted its·looth iJ,l1i1icversary,ln 1 I and tlustee and left to.·the qll,1.1~ch

~
;,r June 1934:.This was an outstand- I the Powell endowment and also

~
;.I\ ::$Y;)' (. ing 'event in the annals of the 'I the Powell .trust fund.~At his re-

, \. . chu1'ch. Four differen,t gatheril)gs , I' quest the mcome from the en-

~

were inclUded in this centenniall dowmel?-t fund was to be qse~ to~" ,'" Iobservance, a banquet on June 20, keep hIS p-ame a perpetual g:lver
/" historical night on June 22-, and! ~nd cont!louter towards the cur·

I' .~ ~ appl'opriate church. services morn- rent expense of the church.
~ . ~, ing and evening:, on Centennia 1 ~h~ Hearseys, C?rnells. Allureds, I

1.,\ , I Sunday, June 24. The Rev. FitC,h S'.r~sJlrns,.(Mr Ci',lspin. fl!-t~er of I

~

~ lIef'!; March 1; .1936. During tIre li;tnc:1,Enspm, was a for~~a=..., Z· three 'months whi<?h followed the Icon)llie B1oomers,~el1a, Ella, MISSI
. Rev. ,Charles MO~'se o( IJansing, .Kate BenedlCt, Mrs W. C. stec:re, I

, -/\ suppl-fe<:jthe cllUl:eh Ptt,lPit;·a-dding' l' Mr~ C. A. Irelal~d, t~l~ Beattle~'I'v'.J' ?ff ·several by baf,ltism: to' ·the,,clmr.,ch, \M1. J. C. :Se~ttle long a chal,l'
~ '~,. membership dm'ing his stay With man of boara 01 trustees), Lee.Ellal.f..... Ius. . .and Jessi.e Hutchins, (Miss Ella
'/ June 1, 19?6 the Rev. George in. \~hOse memo~'y the Ell?t Hut-~,

Weoteock became p lli S to 1". ch~ns CIrcle IS named.) Ella Hut'l
DurinQ' Jris nine years with ·the cl)ms on Jaunuary 12, 1912, waslJ church there were sevm:al note- r requested to act as custodian of r

" 'worthY accomplisments. An out-i r.ecords of t~e ch.urch. T~is of-:
t.; side. builletin board was dedicated 'I . flee she hela untrl March, 192'7!

0-.. March 7, 1943,' it being a gift. wllen she moved to Ann ~~'b_~r,and I
t},,',. fro,m the Dorcas society. The finaU . then turned !hat responslOlllty ov-;"':N' ,payment on the mortgage' was t1, Ier to t!:)e Wdter. . .

r(:. . imade, and at the adjournerl an- . MT ClaUde Brockway, father of

~

.nual. meeting May 12, 1943, after, 11\11'5 Le~, Edwards, long a member
..~ an historical a.ccount of the mort· I of l1he ~1 ustee boara tor years as

. gag:e by Herbert Powell, and a 8er- th~ yhalrma:n. ,~z: &nd Mrs E. W.
. Vice of thariksg'ivihO' Mis Flora J Bnggs, actlVe III Sunday schoo'!
i'.. Fl'eeman WlJ-S'giVen""thehonor of I' sehool and orustee board. LUCYA.

buriilIlg the mortgage, ' Gull, a qevout church and Sunday
", ~SPh90l_worker; 'loved by all and

. C~lUrchRepair~4 .for many, ye.aHS,a member hr the
April' 3Pi 1944, Mis~ Della Wat- cl;lu)'cQGho~r,Mrs Dlara Scheurer,

erbury l:~birea,!!os church clerk, I MTsFlora Freeman and the Mark-
an office,she had so efficiently und les, (he was a fqrmer 'Cleacon.)
yonscienti9usly held for twenty-one Ther,e are !'Hany others whose
years. names we have not men~ioned andI . puril1g th~ v.-:inter of 1~44 .a,nd ,qeserving ot, HlUch.credip and to,

11~4;5the ::mdltonum., foyer and :.en- wham om: church extenashonor.
,traMe.~ of 'the ,chuxo:h were qom- " ~he cJ~.'ur,?hbas ha~ tw:enLy two I

Ip'letely" ,renovated and decOl·ated. pastors. dunng the 115 y~ar~ of its I
,This',,~l~o inv.olved a ::lew ceil1ng eXi.stenee,nye of Whom are Still [
in tfue.:a!lditOl'ium and· r;efinishing Illv.mg. ' . j
of 'flperf'. The Ripe organ was " Up to, now 'we have ·been tuming
also":;~ompletely overha,Uled.. The ,.the. pa.g~s 0f th,e Pitst history of
entil'e expense of this whole tin,del';: f ~biS cl)uro:1).:"'71~atw'i1~the futur,e
tlj.'I$:ing,amounte.d to l!'Ppl'oxin~ately j),be? T~?1;"l:st ~,aPtIs~ church of I
$3,600,:and when finished was en- ;.IoQ,~a, sta.ntls as a memoria.l to
.tire . miid for: throuO'h donations i !tl;i'ezeal and.'Glevotienof those WliO

.cf1.v- ~,J- K~
, -}-J•..I CJ10- 0,,1' /7'7 '?5'




