[image: image1.jpg]As a part of its bicentennial
celebration  First — Baptist
church of Ionia is reviewing
the history of familiar hymns,
as  written by @ early
Americans. Mrs Steven May,
church choir director, has
researched the subject and
has a note in the church
bulletin one Sunday each
month with the story of the
origin of a hymn, which has
been sung by the choir for its
morning anthem.




[image: image2.jpg]one familiar hyme 2 month, of which the history
nistosy will include interesting facits abcut
and it's setbiug.

The Oldest Surviving American Fymn: T Love Thy Klngdae;hord’ .

= This hymn was weilten by Timobtiy M&ht a president uf Ialo miversx.i;y
~ from 1795 o0 1817, Me is femous in universily iistory for holding rewivai
meatings in Yele Chapal, and it is zeported thai he was 2 men that wowld try
asd then succeed in doing many things well: ko was a farmer, clargmen, ad:.hm',
pogt, legislator, orator, businessman, tsacher and aducator. But by far, ais
chisf interent wes in promoting lsawning and Christiamity.

Wnile ofiting come of the Wymnes of Zsaac Watis, he bogsn to write some
of s ouwn; thirti-three in a2ll. Thiru,.-iuo have been forgotisn. but oze
 remoins o5 the only hymn writton in Aserica in the iwo mundred yeara follmv
ing the ra.:.gmm's “Land;.ng thﬂt is gtill in common use toder =





