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The Rev. Roy Pitts and his wife Jean will retire this month after serving lonia's First

_Baptist Church since 1973.

Rev. Pitts retires Jan.

- IONIA — The time has come, The Looking back over more than 40
Rev. Roy and Jean Pitts say, toretire. years of marriage, both agree they
Affer more than seven years as can’t imagine any other vocations. He;

tor of Tonia First Baptist Church, he says, ““Working with my wife has been
will preach his farewell sermon to his' greal. You know, in more than 40 years,
congregation Sunday, Jan. 24, and she of marriage I don’t think anyone in the

will play the church organ for her last churches we've served has said one
into our community has also

regular service. : angry word tomy wife.

{That week they will complete their «THAT’S SOMETHING else of which
packing and begin the move to a new 'm proud:” > ;
house in Manistique, Mich. Whilel Mrs.Pittssays, ‘It’s been an exciting
others who retire may think of sand, the Jife. Of course there are frustrations at|.
Roy and Jean Pitts think of snow. times — but there have been so many

‘WESVE BUILT a small house, witha satisfactions.” He adds, ‘“Working with -
beamed ceiling and a stone fireplace,” people as we have, as intimately as we

week — and he seems pleased with how| congregations have become  our
the house looks. We haven’t seen it‘famines,”. : : ;

since October.” - They also both agree that among the
- “We're looking forward to it. T think six * churches they’ve served, First
there comes a time to retire. It's Baptist of Ionia holds a special place.
possible to stay too long — when you Rev. Pitts says. “This church has a
can 1o longer do your work as it should tremendous future. The boards and
be done. And we won’t be idle. We have committees are simply tops
lots of projects in mind,’” he says. \in their fields, in every way.

THEY WILL return April 25 for the “IT _TAKES about 80
dedication of the new Christian people working together, on
Education Wing now nearing com- boards and committees,
pletion at the back of the church. The! each doing a part, and I can’t

/

ability it has to relate to each
other and to the community
is outstanding. In a world in
which there is so much strife
and injustice, this is a haven
of kindness and love.”

“Our chu‘rch’s” outreach

been outstanding. When I

asked if I might serve as.

chaplain = at Riverside:
Correctional Facility, there
was no.dissent. My board
said to me, ‘It’s about time

“our church was involved.””
he says. ‘We spoke with the builder this' have, we've become close to them. Our i :

" MRS. PITTS commented,
“Well, T was a little con-.
cerned because I didr’'t want
him (Rev. Pitts) working so
hard. But being chaplain has
had its rewards, too. He
says, “Well, in some ways it
was the best college

education I could have had in :

recent years. i

“Some of the men I knew
there have stayed in touch.
One calls me from Maryland

SR e e
Conservatory of Music in
Toronto — and have taught
piano and organ since I was
inmy teens. \

THAT’S HOW THEY met,
in a sense. Rev. Pitts says,
“My first introduction to
(Jean) was over the radio. I

- was listening to this 19-year-
old girl play the piano. There
wasn’t television then...."”
“Well, it was quite a long
time ago,’’ she comments. .
“We’'ll miss Ionia,”’" she

~ says, and he agrees. “In the
almost eight years - we've

_been here,” he comments,
“T’ve noticed a growth in the
pride we .take in the com-
munity, a recognition . of
what we have here. My hope

- for the community is to see

_that pride grow, until it

" permeates deep and wide. .

“This is a nice place to
live. Ionia’s a beautiful
town.” .

During his pastorate in
Ionia, Rev. Pitts has served

wing, Rev. Pitts says, is a highlight of imagine more willingness .Occamona:ll_y";wfu ~_ a variety of community
his ministry: than we’ve found here. T Mrs. Pitts, who has served  ,qtivities, in, addition to

“The new wing makes me so proud of can’t speak highly enough of as church orgams“t fmd choir  piverside Correctional
this congregation. It’s the fulfillment of all our friends in this church. director, says, “I've been pggjjity

involved in music all my 1if§,-i ~ HE’S BEEN active in the
from a little girl on. 1 was  Jonia Ministerial Association
educated at the Royal and served as ifs president

a dream. We wouldn’t miss coming for

“Qur congregation is a
the dedication.”

sharing congregation. The







