TRe Onigin of the Chuistmas Tree
By James Bennett

[ just stand aud stare,

TR the cold wight air,

Witk the swow just up passed my kuees.
What the good eartk yields,

Are wow bauen fields,

TRat are framed by broww, empty trees.

As the sunlight gades,

[uto ev’wing skades,

As tRe moow appears i the sky,
TRe dank skadows grow
Swoothed by fallew swow

TRexe is uot?miug to catek My eye.

As T gaze agan,

Au awaking sta,

Draws wmy eyes to something I missed.
From these twinkling rays

Glist'wing thau’ tRe Raze

YWas a view [ could not resist.

[ trudge wearex by,

Aud wore clearly eye,

AL aloue ou this Life-less Laud,
Witk a Realthy sheex,

Stood au evergreex,

TRat couveys to me what God planked.

Suck a green so bold,

TRat withstards all cold,

Shows a promise rom God above.

[t was plauted, so,

Tu this world below,

TRat we all could krow o His love.

[ the bleakest wight,

God's sustaining might,

Provided a tree for us:

[w a stable bay,

Atop maugex Ray,

God bestowed dlis Sow with wo fuss.




Would all mortals see,

TRat ou bended kuee,

God cradled the eartk with a King?
Would this Life-Less eanth,

See Chuist's promised birth

So tReir Winter could turn to Spring?

TRey iguored God's plaw,

Aud orsook God’'s Max,
Overlooking His presence Rere.
But witk aws Reld wide,

Like these Limbs Deside,

Jesus cabled to gathex them weanr.

TRis rare tree o grace

Ably put i place

TRis whole image before my eyes.
To capture the sight,

Aud to spread its Light,

Ouly owe plan could I devise.

['d take it iuside,

Where my kin reside,

Aund recall the wight ofy His binth.

I'd place ou eack limb,

Reminders of Him, :

So my am'ly could kwow ofy His wortk. \\\‘\\l\\:h//,y,;/
S %

T my Rouse so bright /

[ the window light

['d wvite tRose outside to See.

Iw my Reaxt so bright,

TRo" in dead of wight,

Mag His Ligﬂt Show them Chuist in me.

Chuistmas 2000

Meny Christmas!
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