Baptist Church Here To Mark
125th Anniversary Jugg 28

The First Baptlst Church of Ionia e

ill observe its 125th anniversary
Sunday, June 28, . |

Former pastors, members and
iends of the congregation, have |
en invited to participate in the |
ogram. |
Dy Arthur Farrell, of Lansing, |
the Ixecufive Secretary of the
ichizan Baptist Convention, will |
be the speaker during the morning |
worship service,

The Rev Ralph EKarney, of Lan-
sing will be the main speaker dur-
ing the afternocon fellowship at 3:00
p.m. Special music is being ar-
ranged for both services.

A time of fellﬂwslup, with hght

_1“?‘?§’ &ﬂ_&_

4ref1'eshmer1ts being served, will
' follow the afternﬂon meeting.

The General Committee on ar-
rangements consist of the Rev Al-
fred Miller, Mrs H. H. Darling,
Mrs E. W. Krainbrink, and Miss
Ethel Cuspm
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First Baptist ehureh will pRSETVE |
its 125th anniversary June 28. For-
mer paslors, members and friends
of the congregation have been in-
wvited. Dr. Arthur warrell of Lan-
SIDE, execufive SEcretary of thvl
Aichigan Baplist umm;n;mn. xa-rll
be the speaker during the inorn-
ing worship service. The R:—:?;.-
Ralph Karuney oL Lauvsing Wil
be the main speaker durng {he
o fternoon fellowship at 3 p.m. Bpe-
cial 11111"-;1!; iz heing arranged for

e m*;;‘-‘h;::;‘;Léf{};‘.’::i;‘i CHURCH ANNIVERSARY—First Baplist church of lonia
i N llow the afternoon meet- will celebrate its 125th anniversary Sunday. Programs have
e Guneral compiiee S0 S been arranged for the morning and afternoon. (Guest minis-
;;;;;;““i;;*;;“ﬁ" H. Darling, MIs ters include the Rev. F J. Fitch of Muskegon, the Rev. W. L.
®. W, Krainbrink and Ethel Cris-| Crulhers of Elumc*,r, and the Rev. W. W, Pixley of Snuih Haven
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The First Baplist church, Ionia;
chserved its 125fh anniversary on
Sunday, June 28] with two ser
viecez, It iz the oldest churah or-
srantzation in this section of Mich-
iran,

At the morning serviee  there
Wwag speeial musie by twechoiws; |
one  composed of  grandmothers
and an oaddress: Ty L o Arthuar
Farrell, Executive Secrefary ol
tlie Michigan Baptislt Corpvention |

The afternonn program began al
three p.m. with Stantey B Powell
master of ceremonies. The Hev
W, W, Pixlew, a former pastor,
Wopave the invoeation. My Powell,
welcomed, suests and friends pre-
sent. Greetings from  the Tonia
Ministertall associallon were' glv-
en by, Rev W, Savwqaerand Rew.
Pixley expresscd gyeeftings  from
former: pastors. Letiers of ocongra-
tulations and good wishes were
read from non - residents, Cdlso
former: members unable 1o be
pregent. Ny Powell gave reoogni-
tion to the two oldest members
unable o be present. Mrs Clara
Yeomans, 97, and Miss ella Wa-
{Herbivy, 95. Bofhh have been mem-
Ibers of this chureh for 78 years.

“Rev Ralph J. Karney of  the
Michipan Baptist Ceénvenlion gave
the main acldress, The charch his-
tory was read by Drs I W, Erain-
brink. Special music. was given
by the choir alse a trio by Mrs
Robert Hamp, Mrz Wendall Ya-
ger and Mrs Richard Bennetf, umll
another frio of preat - zrandmo-|
thers, Mrs Gedree Woolcock, Mrs |
Don. Crawfard and Ars .Tusﬁph
' Harp, Benediction by pastor Rev.
Alfred Tliller.

A soeial time followed with re-
freshments served by ladies  of
the church, Many  non-tesident
glen former members and friends |
were present at both serviees,

Committees were: General eom-|
mittee - Mrs H. H. Darling, Mrs|
E. W. HKrainbrink, BWliss IEthel |
Crispin, Rev. Alfred Miller, Puk-
licity, Mrs Berdie Burlingame; In-
vitations 10 nen residents, former
rmembers and friends, Mes E. W.
Krainbrink: Reception committec-
Mrs Fredricka Lowres, My and
Mrs Ben Capter, Np o and Nrs Avs
chie Boltz, Mrs E. W. Krainbrink,
Mrs Merrill Ketchum, Sr,, Mrs
Guy Edington; Music - Miss Ethel
Crispin:. Decorations - My aril
Mrg Harold DeBoer, Mr and Hrs
Ford Halsted: Eegistrations,
Myrtie Boardman, Mrs FEOrEE
Woolcork;  Refreshments - the

ladies of the church.
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lonia Baptist Church Marks
125th Anmversary June 28

12h YEARS
QESTHE

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
OF 10MNIA

Our Church has the distinetion
Protestant  or-
ganization in this section of Mich-

of beinz the firs

igan.

The original settlers: came here
frotn ‘the state of New York, in
May 1833 and settied on land purs
chased irom the government, This
was a wilderness where Indians

held undisputed possessicn,

These seftlers were God loving
peaple ind al once ook steps to

for I'I"t a IE'l]"lULn.‘an uw'-lmzalmn

Ionia was then ealled Washinu-

ton Center; a name siven 1o this
settlement by it founder Samuel
Drexter,

On June 24, 1834 a meeting was
held ai-the home of Erastus Yoo-
mans. Elder Loomis, an agent of

the ome Missiopary Society and

Elder Slatef, a missionary at

Thonias Station, now CGrand Bap-

ils, were present,

At his meeling six persons. ui-
todl in o conferepee; Samtel Tex-
[ tor and wife, Annd Erastas Yeo-
mans and wife- Phoebe and Alfred

Cornell and owife Nangy.

Thik was: the birih of cor Firsl
Baptist Chureh, we observe Juns
4, 1831 as the origindd dawe, the
[IE'tm.i'lE‘ri[ oreanization heing el-
fectorl on August 23 of same yoear,
the first Charter members being
the dix who untled in this confer-
anee, Sines that date our chureh
has beon in econfinuous active ex-
istance.

The first baptism was that of
D, William B, Lincely i the
Girand River, the day following its
preanization by Elder Loomis, Dr
Lincoln was Ionia's first ummuan
gnd school feacher. He was the

fivst clerk of this Chureh' holding.

that office for len ye:ars,

Chureh yecords show that 1ela-
fives and deseendants: followed in
Church membership in rapid sue-
E'f“:'qj.uﬁ

Our Chureh Is ndebted to Sam-
uel Dexter, founder of Tonia for
the land on which the present
building stands. The original deed
ix =till in existance and bears the
sipnatures of My and Mrs Dexter,
Mr Dexter was a divect descen-
dunt of Roger Williame, fuunder
of the First Baptist Chwrch in
Americ. .

Chureh meetings were held in
e Hemes of members and laler
at the school house located (4751
west Main Street,
| solemmnized in the waters ol
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[t in 1845
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| The ' first Fasior was Rev, A,
, Samgster who ecame [n 1837 at
a salavy bt 30000 per year. Dur-
ine his Pastorage the Chuirch vo-
| ted to tax each miale member 12%
lcents mnd each female member
(6 cents per menth for “‘support
of the Gospel,!" a comunittee was
{appointed to collect same,

Rev, Alfred Cornell became Fas-
and remined for sev-
| enteen yenvs, About this fime the
Pirst Chureh building was erecs
tedd, Tt was lot east of where the |
present building now slands: |
There is no definite date but pro-
bably the summer of 1846,

Pews were remted from §1.000 to |
£5.00 per year, it Ig interesting
1o note fhat there was a commit-
tee whose duty It was to semich
the tax rolls and levy a thx upon
each member regiding near e-|
nouizh (o enjoy the privilege® -of
Church meetings, the tax 1o be
aceording o the amount of pro-
perty fax ossezsed to each on
said tax rolls:

This first sirubefire erected and!
dedicated as: & Church was the
first and only ediface in _;hﬁ sec-|
tion of the xuflidemﬁs For several |
yvears it was used for all large |
patherings, weddings, celebrations,

| eie,

The Church clerk kept a vecaord
of all absentees and they were re:|
guired to render a 'satisfacotry
excuse or he :1dmnnia.hpri for nes
glect of redgicus duaty.’

On June 22, 1868 1L wds m‘red
to erect a new bullding. After var-!
ious meetings and digcussions the |
{contract was given: to DMp Ory

Waterbury, Sr.. (lfather of Miss
Della  Waterbury and grandia- |
ther of Stanley Powell, our Mas-

ter of ceremonies this p.m.) It wias
like the present building except
for entrance which was added la-

ter. Rev.: Levi Parmely preached
the dedication sermon on January |
T, 1BiZ.

In 1592 the pipe organ was in-
stalled and on June 1895 it was
voted to hive “An Organ Pumpes!
at a salary of 50 cents per Sun- |
day: |

Rev. T, 1. Branch caime b 04
in 1805, a pastorate which contin-
yerl for seventeen vears

In 1905 the balcony was added
and in 1913 nmew: hard wood floors
were laid in the auditorium. In
1616 the new stainéd glass  win-
dows were installed and in 1919
a motar was parchased for the or-
gan, Alsa in 1219 ‘the foyer and.
fanditorium  were  badly damagEﬂ

by fire.
In 1623 the basement was re--

|

-.::madeleﬂ. the former kitchen be-



since
W ‘P George Woolcock was wlith os nine

3,
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:.F;}ierl in March 1943, given by the
9
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iz made into aoom for the
Broiberhood, (now Primary) and
& new kitchen bullt In presenl lo-
eation.

The present parsonage was pur-
chazed in 1923 durihg the Rev W.
T. Woodhousze's pastorate,

During the pastorate of Rev. F,
J. Fitch our Church celebivated its
A00th Anniversary, in Jone 1934,
Thiz was an ouistanding event
with fouy different gatherings.

Much has been accomplished in
the following twenty five years:

this century observance.

years. During this time ‘an out-
side Bulletin Board was dedlea-

Doreas Sociefy. The final payment
was made on the parsocnage mort-
gage. During winter of 19d44-45 a
I new ceiling was put om additorium
{and that room, the foyer, and en-
trances completely renovated and
painted, floors rvefinished and or-
gon overhauled, When work was
sompleied the expense of around
| £3,600.00 was enfirely paid
| through donations of members and
iriends. Many memorials were giv-
en at this time; ineluding tlie elec-
tric cross over the organ, sciecs
in foyer, collectinn plates ete.

Parsonage repairs were made
during Rev. W. L. Cruther's Pas-
forate, which included a complete-
Iy refinished bath room, with all
| new fixtures, floor coverings etc.

The Church observed its 115th
[annivm-sau'y when Dr. J. Lee Le-
wis wne Pastor, with bawo inter-
pstineg  events.

Hev. W. W. Pixley waz oar FPas-
tar from Oetober 22, 1930 to Aug-
ust 15, 1956. During this time,
there were many accimplish-
ments. Twoa modern rest  Tooms,
Sunday School Class and a remo-
deled kitchen were given to the
Chureh by Mr and Mrs Hivam
Uarling as-a “Living" Memoriall
The CCW Class gave bwo new gas
ranges and an incinerator at this
time. In the summer of 1953 a
rag automatie heating plant wWas
mstalled in the church. 3

A beautiful communion table
was placed in [ront of the pulpit
in memory of RF. Whitesides
and on it the cross and candles,

Uil £oy Prittsy £
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a memaorial for Mra Mina Under-
wood.

Wew cushions for auditoriam
pews were purchased, also new
tables forr dining room and divi
ding sereens for Sunday School
Classes.

Rey, Alfred P. Miller came to
us Dec. 1, 1956. In 1857 an auto-

| matic oil furnace, later converied |

{o gas was immﬂﬁm in the ];-au.-tr'-—
sonage: New hym were |
nhasedinl%ﬂ.Mra.nd!uIraEm-

1 ave a loud speaker
est Wheeler & T

* 1858 the auditorium, foyer,

mmwwaﬁsandceﬂinxﬁ

| were painted and varnished and

new ‘coverings on floors. Chairs
for the choir were given by the
Crispin family in honer of Miss
Ethel Crispin, who has been our
faithful organist and much of the
time choir director for over 5§
years. The heavy oak doors at
{ church entrance, the chairs and
Idﬁs]{ in fower all were given in
| memory of loved ones,

A re - dedication service was
held BSunday, November 2, 1058
with Dr. R. W. Weigum giving the
main address, Much credit is giv-
en Mrs Margaret Darling, chair-
man of the Board of Trustees, who
personally supervised all of this
praject.

. During the past 125 years our
{church has had 24 pastors, five
(of whom are sill living.

The Kirst Haptist Church of
Ionia stands as a memorial to the
zeal and devotlon of those who
sought to secure for themselves
and their descendants the right to
worship God aceording to  their
own convictions. We enjoy today
a modern building, in all of its
beauty because of the many who
have toiled and sacrificed. Ours
is indeed a priceless heritage.

What will the future be? That
depends upon every member. May
we lkeep the fires burning that
were started 125 years ago to light
the way for those who will fol-
low, remembering the words of
our Saviour, ''I have chosen you
that wye should go and bring forth
fruit."”
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